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The Woodland Hills School District has partnered with multiple school districts in West-
ern Pennsylvania as well as Special Olympics Pennsylvania to develop a unified robotics 
program and competition. On Wednesday, September 18, educators from those school 
districts met at Woodland Hills High School for a day of professional development that 
focused on how to build and develop the programs in each of their school districts. 

The unified robotics program pairs neurotypical and neurodiverse students in a competi-
tive yet collaborative environment, all while developing their skills as communicators, 
engineers, problem solvers, and more. Each team features a mix of regular education 
and special education students as they work together to score as many points as they 

can on VEX Robotics’ VEX IQ Competition Rapid Relay field. Woodland Hills has partnered with VEX Robotics over the 
past three years to integrate a K-12 robotics curriculum into the district and to launch after-school clubs like the middle 
school competitive robotics team at Dickson Preparatory STEAM Academy, the Mother-Daughter Robotics Club at Ran-
kin Community Center, and a VEX IQ elementary competitive robotics team that is new this school year.  

The goal is to provide an environment that promotes respect, empathy, and collaboration between students with and 
without special needs, all while fostering a fun and competitive atmosphere. All students are welcome, and no experi-
ence is necessary to be part of the program. The September training introduced other districts to the robotics kits and 
the process of forming a team. The schools will meet on December 13 for a friendly competition. 
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Woodland Hills was proud to host a College and Career Fair on Thursday, Sept. 26 that included nearly 50 local, state, 
regional, and national universities, along with trade schools, employers, and branches of the armed services. 

Not only did Woodland Hills students have the opportunity to talk with admissions representatives and human re-
sources staff members from these organizations, but the school hosted students from Clairton, East Allegheny, Steel Val-
ley, and Sto-Rox for the fair, as well. 

The event was made possible thanks in part to DoD STEM, which runs the SMART Scholarship-for-Service Program. The 
program offers full tuition scholarships and a monthly stipend to college students pursuing eligible STEM degrees at ac-
credited universities. Upon graduation, SMART Scholars are guaranteed employment in their field with the Department 
of Defense as a civilian employee for four years. 

Students were able to chat with a representative from DoD STEM about the program during the college and career fair. 
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https://www.facebook.com/DoDSTEM?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVdgQN9DW45X96q0psBiwayZBr9Np7yLTeSomKKNyy3DHH37JYh392MmZxJG8T-HRh1BTwkuPtIf4SRB8Fo3xB-Jq-0ga9gfG5TJp_eFgSnF9qx3Bwq6B7Vc4tGGgzJqMdm1z78XPRiOy1AGTpPXeO-L0zWb0Md92ydNh7Kxuc1rnWddul-GJnmFhxENbNCBbg&__tn__=-%5dK-R

